MILWAUKEE PUBLIC TELEVISION’S

SIXTEENTH ANNUAL

WRITERS CONTEST

PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest

(Replaces the Reading Rainbow Young Writers & Illustrators Contest)
2010 MPTV Guidelines

Official rules and entry form will be available on www.mptv.org in January 2010.
Please use www.mptv.org for all your contest information.
1.  The contest is open to children in kindergarten,first, second, and third grades.

2.  Only one entry per child.

3.  Only single author stories will qualify.

4.  Stories can be fact, fiction, prose or poetry.

5.  Word Count kindergarten-grade 1: minimum 50 words/maximum 200 words

6.  Word Count grades 2-3: minimum 100 words/maximum 350 words

7.  The word count includes “a, an, the”, but not the words on non-story pages such as the title page.

8.  The text must be printed legibly or typed.  Some adults include a separate typed text if the child has printed or used invented spelling.

9.  Children who cannot write may dictate their story to an adult.

10. Text may be integrated into the illustration pages or on individual pages.

11.  Non-English text must be translated on the same page and the translation text must adhere to the word count.

12.  Invented spelling is acceptable.

13.  National competition requires that stories be created on one side of the paper and numbered on the back of each page in the lower right corner.

14.  Stories must have a minimum of 5 original, clear, colorful illustrations. 

15.  Each entry must include an official entry form.  It must be complete and legible with the signature of a parent/guardian (and if appropriate, the signature of the sponsoring teacher.) Entry form will be available at www.mptv.org
16.  If possible, parents or teachers should make a color copy of the story before they send the original. ( Do not send the copy for competition.  Send the original story.)

17. Each entry must include a 10 ½ x 13 inch or larger envelope.  Address the envelope with the child’s name and mailing address or the school’s name and mailing address.  Every story must either be inside or attached to a self-addressed return envelope.  The envelope must be large enough to enclose the story without having to fold the story.

18.  Postage is expensive.  Unless it is a hardship, it would be appreciated if every entry, had postage on the return envelope to cover the cost of returning it.
19.  If teachers are sending their students’ entries in one container and request to pick up the container from MPTV after the judging, then no postage is needed on the return envelopes.  (However, every story must have its own self-addressed envelope, even if the plans are to pick up the stories after judging.)

20.  Teachers who prefer to send their students’ work in one container, must attach a master list with the names of the students, grade level and story titles.  The teacher’s name, school address, email address and school phone number must be on the master list. We will call and/or email teachers who have indicated that they will pick up their students’ stories when they are ready.  Please be patient.  Requesting that all of the entries from a school be returned at the same time in one container takes longer than handling single stories that will be returned in a self-addressed return envelope with correct postage affixed.

21. MPTV deadline is Monday, March 1, 2010.

(Every participating public television station sets its own entry deadline.  MPTV may have an earlier deadline than other stations participating in the contest. Our deadline is earlier because of the production time required to produce an MPTV program of our twenty winning stories.  These stories will also air as interstitials for one year on MPTV.)
22.  Mailing/Delivery Address for MPTV Entries:
PBS Kids Go! Writers Contest

Milwaukee Public Television

1036 North 8th. Street

Milwaukee, WI 53233  
23. MPTV CONTEST DATES TO REMEMBER:
Monday, February 1, 2010- MPTV will begin accepting entries
Monday, March 1, 2010- MPTV deadline for entries
Monday, March 22, 2010  twenty MPTV winners will be announced on www.mptv.org
Monday, May 17, 2010 all stories (except 20 winning stories) are returned by this date

May 2010 Awards Reception for our 20 MPTV winners (date to be announced)

24.  MPTV Contest Coordinator:
Darlyne Haertlein

Supervisor of Outreach Services

Phone: 414-297-7518

Email: haertled@matc.edu
Funding for Milwaukee Public Television’s PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest is provided in part by the Assurant Health Foundation, the Law Firm of Hupy and Abraham and the Harley-Davidson Foundation.

